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HE KINGS MA- 
TESTIES SPEACH 


to the Lords and (ommons 
of this preſent Parhament 


at Whitehall,exc. 


E being now 1n 
5) fs the middelt of this 
f5/AY ſeaſon appointed for 
/ I penitence & prayer, 
5's 1thath fo fallen out, 
Oz that theſe two laſt 
r dayes hauebin ſpent 
ina farre other ſort of exerciſe, I meane in 
Euchariſticke Sacrifice, and gratulation of 
thankes , preſented vnto mee by both the 
partes of this body of Parliament: -and 
therefore to make vp the number of three, 
( which is the number ot Tre, and per- 
tection) I haue thought goodto make this 
the third Day, to be (pent1n this exercile, 
As ye made me a fairc Preſent indeede 
A 2 in 
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T he Kings eM ateſttes ſpeach. 
in preſenting your thanks and louing du- 
ties vato mee : So haue Inow called y ou 
here, to recompence you againe with a 
great and a rare Preſent , which is a faire 
and a Chriſtall Mirror; Not ſuch a Mirror 
wherein you may ſee your owne faces , or 
[hadowes; but ſuch a Mirror,or Chriſta ll, 
as through the ranſparantneſſe thereof, 
you may Te the heart of your King, The 
Philoſophers wiſh, That, euery mans breſt 
werea Chriltall, where-through his heart 
might be ſeene , 1s vulgar ly kw en, and 
| couched; tin one of my tormer Specches 
vnto you.Butthough thatwere impoll! ible 
in the generall, yet will I now performe 
this for my part, That as it 15a trueAxiome 
in Diumitie, That Cor Regrs is in mann Do» 
mini,So will l now ſet Cor Regs in oculzs po- 

puli. I know that I can ſay nothing at this 
time , whereot ſome of you that are here, 
haue not at one time or other, heard mee 
ſay the like already : Yetas corporall togd 

nouriſheth and mainteineth the body , ſo 
doeth Reminiſcentia nouriſh and main- 


teine memory. 
I wall 


T he Kings eM aieſttes ſpeach. 

[ W1ll reduce to three generall and maine 
grounds, the principall things that haue 

bene agitated in this Parliament, and 

whereot I will now ſpeake. 

Firſt, the Arrand for which you were 
called by me;and that was, for ſupporting 
of my ſtate,and neceſlities. 

The ſecond is , that which the people 

are to moue vnto the King: Torepreſent 
vato him ſuch things, whereby the Sub- 
ies are vexed, or wherein the ſtate of the 
Common wealth 15 to be redrefled : And 
that is the thing which you call grie= 
UAnces. 

The third ground that hath beene 
handled among{t you , and not onely in 
talke amonglt you in the Parhament, but 
euen 11 many other peoples mouthes, aſ-, 
well within, as without the Parhament, 1s 
of a higher nature then any of the for- 
mer ( though it be but an Incident; ) And 
the reaſon1s, becauſe it concernes a higher 

oint, And this 1s a doubt, which bach 
ou inthe heads of ſome,of my Intention 
1n two things, 


A 3 Firſt, 


The Kings Maiefttes fpeach. 
Firſt, whetherI was reſoluedinthe ge- 
nerall,to continue {till my gouernment ac- 
cording tothe ancient forme of this State, 
and the Lawes of this Kingdome: Or it I 
had an intention not .to limit my ſelte 
within thoſe bounds, but to alter the ſame 
when [ thought conuenient, by the abſo- 
lute power of a King. 

The other branch is anent the Com- 
mon Law, which ſome had a conceit I 
diſliked, and (in reſped that I was borne 
where another forme of Law was eſtabli- 
(hed) that I would haue wiſhed the Cuull 
Law to haue bin put in place of the Com= 
mon Law for gouernment of this people. 
And the complaint made amonglt you of 
a book written by Doctor Cowel,was a part 
of rhe occaſion of this incident. But as 
touching my cenſure of that booke,I made 
it already to be deliuered vnto you by the 
Treaſurer here ſitting, which he did out of 
my owne directions and notes ; and what 
he faid in my Name, that had he directl 
from me. But what he ſpake of himſelf, 
therein without my direction, I ſhall al- 
wayes 
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The Kings Mateſttes ſpeach. 
wayes make good ; for you may be ſurel 
will beloth to makeſo honeſt a man a ly= 
er, or deceiue your expectations : alw ayes 
within very few dayes my Edit thal come 
forth anent that matter , whuch ſhall iuliy 
diſcouer my meaning, ka 

There was neuer any reaſon to mooue 
men to thinke, that I could like of {uch 
grounds: For there are two qualities prin- 
cipally, or rather priuations, that make 
Kings ſubiectro flattery ; Credulitie and Te- 
zorance ; and I hope none of them can bee 
iuſtly obiected to me. For it Alexandey the 


great, for all his learning, had bene wile in 


that point to haue conſidered the ſtate of 
his owne naturall body and diſpoſition, he 
would neuer haue thought himſelte a god. 
And now to the matter. As tis aChriſti- 
an duetic in cuery man , Reddere rationen 


fidei, and not to be aſhamed rogue an ac- 


count of his profeſsion before men, and 
Angels, as oft as occaſionfhall require: So 
did I euer hold ita neceſsity of honour in a 
wt and wiſe King, _—— tO glue an 


account to his people of his actions, yet 
clearely 
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The K ings M ateſlies ſpeach. 
clearely to delwuer his heart and intention 
vnto them ypon euery occalton. Bur [ 
mult muertmy order, and begin friſt with 
that incident which was laſt 11 my duntion 
(though higheſt of nature ) and fo goe 


backward. 


He State of MoNAaRrcCHIE 1s the 

ſupremett thing vpon earth. For 
Kings are not onely Go Ds Lieutenants 
vpon carth, and firypon GoD s throne, 
but euea by G oD hamlſelte they are ca]- 
led Gods. There bee three principall {1- 
miltudes that illuſtrate the ſtate ot M o- 
NARCHIE: One taken out ofthe word 
of GoD; and the two other out of the 
grounds of Policie and Philoſophie. In 
the Scriptures Kings are called Gods, and 
lo their power atter a certaine relation 
compared to the Diuine power. Kings 
are allo compared to Fathers of famulies : 
for a King is truely Parens patrie, the poli. 
tique father othis _ And laſtly Kings 
are compared to the head of this Micro- 
colme of the body ot man. 


Kings 
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The Kings Maieſttes ſpeach, i 

Kings are 1uſtly called Gods, for that _ — 
they exerciſea manner or reſemblance of * 
Diaine power vpon earth. - For it you will 
conlider the Attributes ro God, you ſhall 
{ce how they agree theperſon ofa king, 
God hath-power to create, or deſtroy, 
make, or ynamakeat his pleaſure, to giue 
life, or ſend death, to iudge all, and to be 
iudged-nor accomptable to none: To raiſe 
low things, aridto-make high things low 
at his pleaſure, and to God are both ſoule 
and body due.” And the like powerhaue 
Kings: they make and ynmake their ſub< 
ies : they have power of raiſing, and ca- 
ſting downe: of lite, and of death : Iudges 
ouer all their ſubie&Rs,and in all cauſes,and 
yet accomptable to none but God onely. 
They haue power to exalt low things, and 
abaſe high things , and make of their ſub- 
iects Ike menat the Cheſle; A pawne to 
take a Biſhop ora Kmight,and to cry vp,or 
downe any of their ſubies, as they doe _- 
their money. Andro the King 1s due both 
the aftetion of the loule , and the ſeruice 


of the body of his ſubie&ts. And there- 
B fore 
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The Kings «M aieſhes fpeach, 
fore that reuerend Biſhop here among(t 
you, though I heare that by duuers he was 
miſtaken or nor well yaderſtood, yet did 
hepreach both learnedly and truely anent 
this Pont CO ncerningthe power ota King, 
For what he ſpake ot a Kings power un Fg 


{trafo, is molt true wm Diwunitie, . For to 


Emperours, or Kingsthatare Monarches, 
their, Subiects bodies and goods are duc 
tor their detence and maintenance. Butif 
I had bene in his place,l would onely haue 
added two wordes ; which would haue 
cleared all:For after I had told as aDiuine, 
what was due by the Subiects. to.their 
Kingsin generall, I would then haue con- 
cluded as an Engliſhman , thewing this 
people, That as. in generall. all Subiects 
were bound to relicue their King ; Soto 
exhort them, that as wee hiued1a a ſetled 
jtate of a kingdome which was gouerned 
by his owne fundamentall Lawes and Or. 
ders,that according thereunto , rhey were 
now ( being affembled tor this purpoſe in 
Parliament) to conſider how heb ſuch 
a King as now they had ; Andthat accor=. 


ding 
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The Kings £M atefties ſpeach. 
ding tothe ancient forme, and order efta- 
bliſhed in this Kingdome: putting fo, a 
difterence betweene the generall power of 
a King in Diuinity,and the ſetled and eſta« 
bliſhed State of this Crowne , and King- 
dome, And Iam ſure that the Biſhop 
meant to haue done the ſame, if hee had 
not bene 1traited by time, which in reſpect 
of the greatneſle ot the preſence preaching 
before me,and ſuchan Auditory, hedurſt 
not preſumevpon. 

As for the Father ofa fawi1lie, they had 
of olde ynder the Law of Nature Patrians 
poteſiatem , which was Poreſtatemoite C9* 
necis, ouer their children or familie, ( I 
meane ſuch Fathers of tanulies as were the 
lineall heires of thoſe families whereof 
Kings did otiginally come. ) For Kings 
had their firſt originall from them, who 
planted and ſpread themſelues in Colonies 
through the world. Now a Father may 
diſpoſe of his Inheritance to his children, | 
at Iris pleaſure: yea, cuen dilinherite the 
eldeſt vpon 1uſt occaſion, and preterrethe 
youngeſt , according to his liking : make 


2 them 
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The Kings M ateſtes ſpeach, 
them beggers , or rich at his pleaſure : re- 
{traine,or baniſh outot his preſencezas he 
finds them giue cauſe of oftence,or reſtore 
them in fauour againe with the penitent 
ſinner : So. may the King deale with his 
Subiects, 

And laſtly, as forthe head of the natu- 
rall body , the head hath the power of di- 
rectivg all the members ot the body to 


that vic which the wdgement in the head 


 thinkes molt conuenient. It may apply 


ſharpe cures, or cut oft corrupt members, 
let bloodin what proportion it thinks fir, 
and as the body may ſpare ,-butyetis all 
this. power ordeined by God Ad edificatios 
nem-, non ad deſtruftionem. For alchough 
God haue power afwell of deſtruction, as 
of creation or maintenance, yet-willit not 
agree with the wiſedome ot God, to exer- 
ciſe his power in thedeftruction gf nature, 
& overturning the whole trame of things, 
lnce his creatures were made;that his - 
rie might thereby be the betterexpreſled : 
Sowere hea toolth father thatwould di{- 
inhente ordeſtroy-lus children without a 
caule, 


The Kings Maieities fpeach.. 


cauſc,or leaue off the caretull education of 


i- | them;And it were an idle head that would 
E | in place of phuſicke ſo poylon or phleboto- 
It . mize the body as might breede a dange- 
18 rous diltemper or deſtruction thercot. 


But now 1n theſe our. times wee are to 


- | diftinguiſh betweene theſtateof Kings in 
i- -K their firit originall, and betweenethe ſtare 
0 . of ſetled Kings and Monarches, that doe 
ad at this time gouerne in ciuill Kingdomes. 
y | For euen as God, during the tune of the 
S, F olde Teltament, ſpake: by Oracles,.and 
[ ? wrought by Miracles ; yet how ſoone it 
ll 5 pleaſed him to ſettle a Church which was 


0 bought,and redeemed by the blood of his 


h ; onely Sonne Chriſt,then was there a ceflas 


as tion of both; Heeuer after gouerning his 

It { zople and Church within the limits of his 

r= ; reueiled will. So in the firlt originall of 

e,, i Kings, whereofſome had their beginning 

&:- i by Conquelt , and ſome by election of the \ 
- | people, their willes at that time ſerued for 

FM Law; Yet how ſoone Kingdomes began 

{- to be ſetled in ciuilitie and policie,then did 

6: i Kings ſet downe their mindes by Lawes,. 
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The Kings Mateſties ſpeach. 
which are properly made by theKing one- 
ly ; bur at the rogation of the people , the 
Kings graunt being obteined thereunto, 
And ſo the King becameto be Lex loquens, 
after a ſort, binding himſelte by a double 
othe to the obſeruation of the tundamen- 
tall Lawes of his Kingdome: Tacitly,as by 
being a King , & ſo bound to proteCt alwel 
the people, as the Lawes ot his kingdome; 
And Expreſly , by his othe athis Corona- 
tion: Soas cuery uſt King in a ſetled king- 
dome 1s bound to obſerue that pation 
made to his people by his Lawes, in fra- 
ming his gouernment agreeable thereun= 
to, according to that paſtion which God 
made with Noe after the deluge , Hereaf- 
ter Seed: time,and Harneſt,( old and Heate, 
Sommer and Winter , and Day and Night 


ſhall not ceaſe, ſo long as the earth remaines. 


And theretore a King governing in a {et- 
led Kingdome, leaues to bea King , and 
degenerates intoa Tyrant , afloone as hee 
leaues off to rule according to his Lawes. 
In which caſe the Kings conſcience may 
ſpeake ynto him,as thepoore widow layd 

aL ro 
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The KingreMateſtres ſpeach. 
to Philip of Macedon ; Either gouerne 
according to your Law , Aut nz Rex fas. 
And though no Chriſtian man ought to 
allow auy a of people againſt their 
Prince , yet doeth God neuer leaue Kings 
vapuniſhed when they tranſgrelle thels 
Liauts ; For in that ſame Palme where 
God layth to Kings , Vos Dy eſtis, hee im- 
medaatly thereafter concludes, But yeſhall 
diclike men. The higher wee are placed, 
the greater ſhall our {a'l bee. + caſws , fe 
dolor : the taller the trees he ,the more in 
danger of the winde , and akin rempeſt 
beates ſoreſt ypon the higheſt mountaines, 
Therefore all Kings that are not tyrants , 
or periured ,, will be'gladto bound them» 
(clues wichin the limits of their Lawes; 
and they that perſwade them the contra- 
ry, are vipers, & peſts, both againſt theny, 
and the Commonwealth. Forit is a great 
difference berweenea Kings goucrnment 
uw a ſetled State, and what Kings | in their 
origiuall power might doe in Indiniduo' 
V420; As tor my part , I thanke God, I 


hauc euer g1UCn good proofe,that.Ineuer 


had: 
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The Kings Mateſties ſpeach, 
had intention to the contrary: And I am 
ſure to goe to my graue with that reputa« 
tion and comfort, that neuer King was in 
all his timemore caretul to haue hus Lawes 
duely obſerued, and himlſelte to gouerne 
thereatter, then 1. 

I concludethen this pointtouching the 
power of Kings , with this Axiome ot Di- 
uinitie, Thatas to diſpute what God may 
doe,is Blaſphemie ; but quid oule Deus, 
that Diuines may lawtully , and doe ordi- 
nanily diſpute and diſcuſle; for to diſpute 
A Poſſe ad Eſſe is both againſt Logicke and 
Diunitie: So 1s it Sedition tn Subiects, to 
diſpute what a King may don the height 
of his power: But uſt kings will euer be 
willing to declare what they will doe it 
they will not incurre the curſe of God. 
I will not be content that my power be dif- 
puted vpon: butTthall euerbe willing to 
make the reaſon appeare of all my doings, 
and rule my actions according to my 
Lawes, 

The other branch of this incident 1s 
concerning the Common Law,being con- 


celued 


mn 
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The Kings eMateſties fpeach. 
ceiued by ſome , that I contemned it, and 
preterred the Ciuill Law thereunto; As1 
haue already ſaid , Kings actions (cuen in 
the ſecretelt places) are as the aftions of 
toe that are ſet vpon the Stages, or on 
the tops of houſes : aud Ihope neuer to 
ſpeake that in priuate, which I ſhall not 
auow in publique, and print it if need bee, 
(asI ſayd in my Baſilicon Doron.) For it is 
true, that within theſe few dayes I ſpake 
freely my minde touching the Common 
Law in my Priuie Chamber , at the time 
of my dinner, which 1s come to all your 
eares ; and the fame was likewiſe related 
vnto you by my Treaſurer; and now I will 
againe repeate and confirme the ſame my 
ſe]te vato you. Firſt,as a Kiny,l haue leaſt 
cauſe of any man to diſlike E Common 
Law: For noLaw can be more ftauoura- 
ble and aduantagious for a King , and ex- 
rendeth further his Prerogatiue, then it 
docth: And fora King of ENGLAND to. 
deſpiſe the Common Law, it is to neglect 
his owne Crowne. It is true, that I doe 
ercatly eſtceme the Ciuill Law, theprofel- 

C . ion 


The Kings Mateties fpeach. 
ſion thereof ſeruing more __—_— leats 
ning , and being moſt neceſlary for mat- 
ters of Treatie with all forreine Nations : 
And I thinke that it it ſhould betaken a- 
way, it would make an entrie to Barba- 
riſme in this Kingdome, and would ble- 
miſh the honour of ENGLAND: For 
it 151n a manner Lex Gentium, and main- 
taineth Intercourſe with all forreie Nati- 
ons: butI only allow it to baue courſe here 
according to thoſe linuts of Iuriſdiction, 
which the Common lawit (elic dothallow 
it. And thertore though it benot fit tor the 
general) gouernement ot the people here z 
it doth not tollow, it ſhould be extn&,no 
more,then becauſe the Latin tongue is ot 
the Mother or Radicall language of any 
Nation in the world at this time, that 
therefore the Engliſh tongue ſhould onl 

now be learned in this Kingdome, which 
were to bring 1n Barbariſme, My meaning 
therefore is not, to preferre the Ciuill Law 
betore the Common Law ; but onely that 
it ſhould not be extguiſhed, and yetlo 
bounded, I meane to ſuch Courts and 
Cauſes) 
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The Kings eM ateſties ſpeach. 
Cauſes ) as haue bin in ancient vie; As the 
Ecclefiaſticall Courts , Court of Admiral- 
ty, Court of Requelts,and fuch like, reler- 
uingeuer tothe Common Law to meddle 
with the fundamental Lawes of this King- 
dome, either coucerning the Kings Preros 
gatiue,orthe poſleſsions ofSubiccts,in any 
queſtions , ether betweene the King , and 
any of thein , oramongſt themlſelues, in 
the points ot Meum & tuum For it is true, 
that there is no Kingdome in the world, 
not onely Scotland , but not France , nor 
Spaine, nor any other Kingdome gouer- 
ned meerely by the Ciuill Law , but ny 
one of them hath their owne municipall 
Lawes agreeable to their Cuſtomes,as this 
kingdome hath the Common Law: Nay, 
I am fo farre trom difallowing the Come 
mon Law,as I proteſt,that if it were 1a my 
hand to chuſe a new Law for this king- 
dome, I would not onely preferre it before 
any other Nationall Law, but cuen before 
the very [udiciall Law of Moyes: and yet 
I peakeno blaſphemy in preterring it for 
cogucniencie to this kingdome , and at 
io, this 


The Kings Matefties ſpeach, 
this time , to the very Law of God : For 
God gouerned his ſelected people by theſe 
three Lawes, Ceremoniall, Morall, and [ts 
diciall : The Iudiciall, being onely fit tor 
a certaine people , and a certaine time, 
which could not ſerue for the general of all 
ocher people and times. As tor example, 
I; the Lay ot hanging tor Thett, were 
turned hereto reſtuunon of treble or qua= 
druple , as it was in the Law of Moyſes , 
what would become of all the middle 
Shues, and allthe Inſhric and Highlan« 
ders? Butthe maine point 1s, Thatit the 
fundamentall Lawes of any Kingdome 
ſhould be altered , who ſhould difcerne 
what is Meum, @r tuum, or how ſhould a 


King gouerne? [t would be hke the Gre- 


gorian Calender , which deltroyes the old, 


and yet doeth this new trouble all the 
debts and Accompts of Traifickes and 
Merchandizes : Nay by that accompt I 
can neuer tell mine owne age ; for now 
is my Birth-day remooued by the ſpace of 
ten dayes necrer me then it was betore 
the change. But ypon the other part, 
though 


Sa 
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The Kings AM azefhies fpeach, 


though I haue inone point'preterred our 
Common Law, concerning our vſe, to the 
very Law of God; yet ia another reſpect 
I muſt ſay, both our Law and all Lawes 
elſe are farre inferiour to that Iudiciall 
Law of God; tor no booke nor Law 1s 
perfect nor tree from corruption , except 
onely the booke and Law of God. And 
therefore I could wiſh ſome three things 
ſpecially to bee purged and cleared in the 
Common Law; but alwayes by the aduile 
of Parliament: For the King with his Par- 
liament heere are abſolute, (as I'vnder- 
ſtand ) in making or forming of any ſort 

of Lawes. 
Firft I could wiſh thatitwere written in 
our vulgar language : fornow 1t 1s in an 
old,mixr,8& corrupt language,only vnder- 
ſtood by Lawyers ; whereas euery Subiet 
ought tovnderftand theLawynder which 
he lines: For ſinceit isour plea againſt the 
Papiſts , that the language in Gods ſeruice 
oughtnot tobee in an yaknowen tongue, 
according to the rule in the Law of Moy/es, 
Tnatthe Law ſhould: bee written in the 
—. truages 
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fringes ofthe Prieſts garment, and ſhould 
be publikely read in the cares of all the 
people : ſo me thinkes ought our Law to 
be made as plaine as can beto the people , 
that the excuſe of ignorance may betaken 
from them, for conforming LeckGlaes 
thereunto. 

Next, our Common Law hath nota 
ſettled Text in all Caſes , being chiefly 
grounded either vpon old Cuſtomes, or 
els ypon the Reports and Caſes of Iudges, 
which ye call Reſþonſa Prudentum. The 
like whereofis in all other Lawes : for they 
aremuch ruled by Preſidents ( faue onely 
in Denmarke and Norway, where the letter 
of the Law relolues all doubts withour a- 
ny trouble to the Iudge ,) Butthoughit 
be true,thatno Text of Law can be fo cer- 
tatne, Wherein the circumſtances will not 
make a variationin the Cale, ( forin this 
age , mens wits increaſe ſo much by ciuili- 
tie, that the circumſtances ofeuery parti= 
culer caſe yaries ſo much fromthe generall 
Text of Law, as in the Ciuill Law it ſelte, 
there are therefore fo many Doctors that 
comment 
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comment ypon the Text, and neuera one 
almolt agrees with another ; Otherwiſe 
there neededno Iudges,but the bare letter 
ot the Law. ) Yet could [ wiſh that ſome 
more certaintie were ſet downe in this 
cale by Parliament: for fincethe very Re- 
ports. themſelues are not alwayes ſo bin- 
ding, but that divers tunes Iudges doe di(- 
claime them, and recede from the 1udge- 
ment of their predeceſſors ; it were good, 
that vpon a mature deliberation , the ex- 
policion of the Law were ſet downeby a& 
ot Parhament, anc ſuch reports therein 
confirmed, as were thought fit to ſerue for 
Law in all times hereafter, and ſothe peo- 
ple ſhould not depend vpon the bare opi- 
nions of Iudges,and yncertaine Reports. 
And laſtly , there be inthe Common 
Law duwers contrary Reports, and Prefi- 
dents: and this corruption doeth likewiſe 
concerne the Statutes and Adts of Parlia- 
ment,in reſpect there are diuers crofle and 
cutfing Statutes , and ſomeſo penned), as 
they may be taken in ditiers, yea contrary 
ſences. And therefore would Iwiſh both 
| thoſe 
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thoſe Statutes and: Reports, aſivell in the 


Parliament as Common Law, to be once 
maturely reuiewed, and reconciled ; And 
that: nor onely all contrarietesſhould be 
{craped out of our Bookes, bur euen that 
ſuch penall Statutes as were made, bur tor 
the vie of the time ( from breach whereof 
no man can be tree ) which doe not now 
agree with the condition of this our time, 
might likewiſe be left out of our bookes, 
which ynder a tyrannous or auaritious 
King could not be endured. And this re- 
formation might ( me thinkes ) be made a 
worthy worke, and well deſerues a Parlia- 
ment to be ſet of purpoſe for it. 

I know now that being vpon this point 
of the Common Law, you looke to heare 
my opinion'concerning Prohibitions; and 
I am not ignorant that I haue bin thought 
to be an enemuic toall Prohibitions, i an 
vtter ſtayer of them. ButI wil ſhortly now 
informe you what hath bene my courſe in 
proceeding therein, 'It 15 truethatin re- 
ſpect ofdiuers honourable Courts,and Iu- 
ri{dictions planted in this Kingdome, I 

&o hauc 
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haue often wiſhed that euery Courthad 
his owne true limit; and 1nri{diGion clear- 
ly ſet downe,and certainly knowen;which 
ifit be exceeded by any of them, or that a- 
ny of them encroch one ypon another, 
then I grant that a Prohition in that caſe 
15 to go0e Out of the Kings Bench,burt chiet- 
lieſt out of the Chancery, tor other Benches 
I am not yet ſo well reſoluedof theirlurif- 
diction in.that point. And for mypart, 
I wasneuer againſt Prohibitionsofthisna- 
ture, nor the true vie of them; whichiisan- 
deed to keep cuery River within his owne 
bankes-and channels, But when I aw the 
{welling and overflowing of Prohibitions 
in afarre greater abundancetheneuer be- 
fore , euery Courtſtrwing to bringinmoſt 

moulture to their owne- Mill, by multi- 

tudes of Cauſes, whichis a diſeafevery na» 
turall ro all Courts and Iuriſdictions in the 
world ; Then dealtI withrthis Cauſe, and 
that at two ſeuerall times, [once in the 
nuddeſt of Winter-z/and againe/in-the 
muddeſt of the next following'Summer ; 

At euery of which times I ſpent three 

whole 


TheK ings Maieſties ſeach. 
whole dayesin thatlabour. And then af- 
rera large hearing , I tolde them as Chriſt 
faid concerning Marriage, Ab initionon 
fuit fic. For as God conteines the Sea with- 
in his owne bounds , and marches ( as it is 
in the Pſalmes ) So is itmy ottice to wake 
euery Court conteine himſelte within his 
owne limits ; And therefore I gaue admo- 
nitions to both ſides: To the her Courts, 
that they ſhould be carefull hereafter cue- 
ry of them , to conteine themſelues within 
the bounds of their owne Iuriſdictions; 
and to the Courts of Common Law, that 
they ſhould not be ſo forward,and prodi- 
gall 1n multiplying their Prohibitions, 
Two cautions Iwilled them to obſerue in 
graunting their Prohibitions : Firſt , that 
they ſhould bee graunted ina right and 
lawtull forme : And next, that they ſhould 
not grantthem, but ypon a iuſt and reaſo- 
nable cauſe. As to the forme, it was, that 
none ſhould begranted by any one parti- 
culerTudge;or in time of Vacation,orin a- 
ny otherplace, but openly in court. And 
to this the Iudges emily es gaue their 

LotÞ willing 
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willins aſſent. And as to the Cauſe, That 
they Frould not be granted vpon cuery 
ſleight ſurmiſe, or information of the par- 
cork alwayes that a due and graue exa- 
mination ſhould firſt preceed, Otherwiſe 
if Prohibitions ſhould raſhly, and headily 
be granted, then no man is the more ſe- 
cure of his owne, though he hath gotten a 
ſentence with him: For as good haue no 
Law,orSentence, asto haue no execution 
thereof. A poore Miniſter with much las 
bour and expenſe, hauing exhauſted his 
poore meanes, and being forced to for- 
beare his ſtudy, andto become 1092 reſis 
dent from his locke, obtaines a Sentence, 
and then when hee lookes to enioy the 
fruits thereof, he is defrauded of all by a 
Prohibition, according to the parable of 
Chriſt, Thatnight 6” 8 he thinkes him- 
felte moſt happy, ſhall his ſoule be taken 
from him : And fo 1s he tortured like Tan- 
zalus , who when he hath the Appleathis 

mouth, and that he is gaping jos. opening 

his mouth to receiue it, then muſt it be 

pulled from him by a Prohibition , and hec 

- not 
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not ſuftered to talte thereof. So as to con- 
clude.thus point,l put adifterence between 
the true vie of Prohibitions, and'the ſu- 
Peaingng abuſe therof : tor asa thing 
which 1s go9d,, ought not therefore be a- 
buſed; fo ought not the lawtull vie of a 
good thing be forborne, becaule of the a- 
buſe thereof. 
New the ſecond general ground wher- 
ot I am to ſpeake, concernes the mat- 
ter of Griewances: There are two ſpecial! 
cauſes of the peoples preſenting grieuan- 
ces to their King in tune of Parhament, 
Firſt, for that the King cannot at other 
times be ſo well informed of all the orie- 
uances, of. his people, asin time of Parlia- 
ment, which is the repreſentative body of 
the whole Realme. Secondly, the Parlia- 
meat 15 the highelt Court of Iuſtice, and 
therefore the Pref place where divers na- 
tures of grieuances may haue their proper 
remeclle, by the eſtabliſhment of good 
and wholeſome Lawes. Butthough my 
Speach was before directed to the whole 


Body of Parhament; yet inthis caſe I mult 
addreſle 
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addrefle my Speech in ſpeclall to you of 
the Lower Houle. 

I am now then to recommend ynto 
your conliderations the matter and man= 
ner of your handling and preſenting of 
gricuances. As for themanner, thoughI 
will notdenie, but that yee , reprefenting 
the Body of the people, may as it were 
both opportune and inopportune ( I meane 
either in Parhament as a Body, orout of 
Parhament as priuate men ) preſent your 
grieuances vato mee ; yet would I haue 
youto vſe this caution in your behauiour 
in this point: which 1s, that your grieuans 
ces be not as it were greedily ſought out 
by you, or taken ypin the ſtreetes ( asone 
{aid ) thereby to thew awillingnefle that 
you would haue a ſhew made, thatthere 
are many abuſes in the gouernment, and 
many cauſes of complaint: but that accor- 
divg to your firſt inſtitution, yee ſhould 
only meddle with ſuch grieuances,as your 
ſelues doe know had need of reformation, 
or had informations thereof in your coun- 
treys tor which youſerue, and nor (o to 
gk 7 multt- 
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multiply them, as might make itnoiſed a- 
mone{t the people,that al things in the go. 
uernment were amuiſle and out of frame. 
For euen at the be inning of this very Sel- 
ſton ofParliambtite general name ofgric- 
uances being mentioned among you; ſuch 
a conceiptcame.in the heads otmany,that 
you had a deſire to multiply and make a 

great muſter of them, as cuery one exhibi- 
ted what his particular ſplecne ftirred him 
vnto. Indeede there fell out an accident 
vpon this occaſion, for which I haue rea- 
ſon tothanke you of the Lower houle, I 
meane for your fire worke; wherein I con- 
feſſe you did Honour to me, and right to 
your ſelues. For hauing one afternoone 
found many grieuances cloſely preſented 
in papers, a ſoallthruſtvpin a facke to- 
gether, (rather like Paſquils,then any law- 
full Complaints ) farre againſt your owne 
Orders, and divers of Fon proceeding 
from grudging and murmunng ſpints ; 
you, vpon the hearing read two or three 
of the firit lines of divers of them , were 
not content with a publique conſent to 
condemne 
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condemne them , 8ro diſcharge any fur- 
ther reading of them, but you allo made a 
publique bonefire of them. In this, I ay, 
you ſhewed your care and iclouſneſle ot 
my Honour, andlI ſent you thankes for it 
by the Chancellour of the Exchequer , a 
member of your own houſe, who by your 
appointment, that ſame night acquainted 
me with your proceedings ; And by him 
alſo I promiſed at that time , that you 
ſhould heare more of my thanks for the 
ſame at the farſt occaſion; And now I tell 
you itmy ſelfe , that you may know how 
indely I rake your duetifull behauiour in 
this caſe. Butſince this wasa good efteR 
of an ill cauſe , Imuſt notomut alſo to ad- 
moniſh you vpon the other part, to take a 
courſe amongſt your ſelues,to preuent the 
like accident in all times es : other- 
wiſe the Lower houſe may become a place 
for Paſquils,and at another tune ſuch gric- 
uancesmay be caſt mamongſt you,asmay 
conteine Treaſon or ſcandal againſt Me , 
or my Polteritie. Therefore in this caſe , 
looke ouer your ancient Orders , and fol- 
low 
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low them,and ſufter not hereafter any pe- 
titions or grieuances to be delivered ob- 
ſcurely or in the darke , but openly and a= 
vowedly in your Publique houſe, &there 
to be preſented to the Speaker. And as to 
the matter of your Grieuances, I wiſh you 
here nowto vnderſtand me rightly. And 
becauſe I ſee many writing and noting, 
I will craue- your pardons, to holde you a 
little longer by ſpeaking the more diſtin. 
ly,for teare of nuſtaking, 

Firſt then, Iam nor to finde fault that 
you informe your ſe]ues of the particular 
1ſt Grieuances of the people; Nay, I muſt 
tell you, ye can neither be juſt nor faithful 
to me, or to your Countries thattruſt and 
imploy you, if you doeitnot. For true 
Plaints proceede not trom the perſons im- 
ployed , but from the Body repreſented, 
which is the people. And itmay very well 
be , that many Directions and Commils1- 
ons iuſtly gwen forth by me, may be abu- 
ſed in the Execution therof, vpon the peo« 
ple: and yerIneuer to receive informati- 
on, exceptit come by your meanes,atfuch 
a time 
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4 time as this is; (as inthe caſe of Stephen 
Proder.) But I would wiſh youto be care- 
tull ro auoide three things in the matter of 
Grieuances, 

Firſt, that you do notmeddle with the 
maine points of Gouernement ; that is m 
craft: traftent fabriliafabri; to meddle with 
that, were to leflon me : I am now an olde 
King; for {ix and thirty yeres haue Tgouer- 
ned in Scorland perſonally,and now hauel 
accompliſhed my apprenticeſhip of ſeuen 
yeres here; and ſeuen yeres 1s a great time 
fora kings experience in Gouernement: 
Therefore there would not bee too many 
Phormios to teach Hanniball : I muſt not. 
be taught my Office. | 

Secondly , I would not hauc youmed- 
dle with ſuch ancientRights of mine, as 
haue recciued from my Predeceſlors, pol- 
ſeſsing them , More Matorum : ſuch things 
Ll would be forie ſhould be accounted for 
grieuances. All nouelties are dangerous 
as well in a politique as in anaturallBodie. 
And theretoreI would beloth to be quar- 
relled in my ancient rights and wolſel 
ons : 


Sc Can > ee ion eo PE, SE. = 
: - - % - F4 


— _—_ 
we” an 
7 MI— 


LA I -- ne = —_ _ - EY 


-——— SG IS __ 


T he K ings Maieſties ſpeach, 
ons: forthat were to 1udge me ynworthy 


of that which my Predecellors had , and 
left me. 

And laſtly , I pray you beware to exhi- 
bite for grieuance any thing that 15 eſtabli- 
{hed by a ſetled Law, and whereunto ( as 
you _ already had a proote) you know 
[ will neuer g1uca plauſible anſwere : For 
tis an vndurtitull part in Subiects to prelle 
their King, wherein they know betore- 
hand hee will refuſe them. Now, 1t any 
Lay or Statute be not conuenienr, let it be 
amended by Parliament,but in the meane 
time terme 1t not agrieuance : tor to bee 
grieued with the Law,is tobegricued with 
the King, who is ſworne to bee the Patron 
and maintainer thereot. But as all men are 
fleſh, and mayerre in the execution of 
Lawes, So may ye wſtly make a grieuance 
of any abuſe of the Law , diſtinguiſhing 
wiſely betweene the A%s of rs perſon, 
and the thing it ſelfe, As tor example, 
Complaints may be made ynto you ot the 
high Commailsioners: It ſo be, try the ab« 
ul. and ſpare not to complaine ypon it, 
but 
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but ſay notthere ſhall be no Commils10n3. 
For that were to abridge the power thatis 
in me: and1 will plainely tell you, That 
ſomething I haue with my felte reſolued 
annent that point, which I meaue cuer 
to Keepe except | fee other great cauſe: 
which 1s, Thar in regard the high Com- 
miſs1on 1s of ſo high a nature, trom which 
there i1sno a ppellation to any other Court, 
[ hauethought good to reltraine it onely 
to the two Archbiſhops , where before it 
was common amongſt a great part of the 
Biſhops in England. This Law I haue ſet 
to my ſelte,and therefore you may be aſlu- 
red, that [ willneuer finde fault with any 
man, northinke him the more Puritane, 
thatwill complaine to mee out of Parlia- 
ment,a{well asin Parliament, of any error 
11 execution thereof, ſo that he prooue it; 
Otherwiſe it were but a calumnie. One- 
ly I would be Joth that any man ſhould 
grieue atthe Commiſion it ſelfe, as I haue 
already laid, Yehaucheard (Iamſure ) 
of es paines I tooke both in the cauſes of 


the Admuralty,and of the Prohibitions':* It 
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any man therefore will bring me any uſt 


complaints ypon any matters of ſo high a 
nature as this 15, ye may aſlure your ſelues 
thatT will not ſpare my labour tn hearing 
it. In faith you neuer had a more paine- 
full King,or that will be readier un us per- 
ſon to ; Eg cauſes that are fat for his 
hearing. And when euer any of you ſhall 
make experience of mein this you: yee 
may be {ure neuer to want accelle, nor ye 
ſhall neuer come wrong to mee, in, or out 
of Parliament. 

And now to conclude this purpoſe: of 
Grieuances, I haue one generall grieuance 
to commend ynto you, and that in the 
behalfe of the Countreys from whence 
ye come. Andthis1s, topray you to be- 
ware that your Grieuances ſauour not of 
particular mens thoughts, but of the gene- 
rall griefes riſing out of the mindes ot the 
people , and notoutof the humor of the 
pence .. And therefore I would 
wiſh you to take heede carefully , and 
conſider of the partic that propounds 
the grieuance: for ye may (if ye hit) cally 


diſcerne 


TheK ings -M ateftres peach. 
diſcerne whether it be his owne paſsion, or 
the peoples griet,that makes him to ſpeak: 
for many a man will in your houſe pro 
pound a Grieuance out of his owne hu- 
mour , becauſe ( peraduenture) hee ac- 
counts highly of thatmartter : and yetthe 
countrey that imployes him, may perhaps 
either be of a contrary minde, or ( at leaf?) 
little care for it. As forexample, I aſſure 
you, I can very well (mell berweene a Peti- 
tion that mooues from a generall Grie- 
uance, or ſucha one as comes from the 
ſplecne of ſome particular perſon, either 
againſt Ecclefiaſticall gouernement in ge- 
nerall, or the perſon of any one Noble 
man,or Commilsioner in particular. 


' A. Nd now the third point remaines ts 
bee ſpoken of; which is the cauſe of 
my calling of this Parliament. And in this 
Lhaue done but asLvſeto doinall my lite, 
which is to leaue mine ownearrend hind 
malt. 
 Irmay bee you did wonder thatI did 
not ſpeake vnto you publikely atthe be- 
E 3 g1nMNg 
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ginning of this Sefsion of Parliament, to 
tell you the cauſe of your calling , asI did 
(if I be-rightly remembred) in euery Seſ. 
ſion before. But the truethis, that becauſe 
[call you at this time for my particular Er= 
rand, [thoughtit fitter to be opened vnto 
you by my Treaſurer, who is mypublike 
and molt principall Othcer in matters of 
that nature, then rhatI ſhould doe it my 
ſelfe : for I conteſle I amleſle naturally e- 
loquent, and haue greater cauſe to diſtruſt 
mine elocution in matters of this nature; 
then in.any other thing. I haue made my 
Trealureralready to giue you a very cleare 
and true accomprt, both ot my hauing,and 
expenles. A fauour I conteſle, that Kings 
doe feldome beſtow vpon their Subiects, 
in making them ſo particularly acquain- 
ted with their ſtate. It l had not more then 
cauſe, you may be ſureI would be lothto 
trouble you. But what hee hath athrmed 
in this, vpon the honour of a Gentleman, 


{whom you neuer had cauſe to diſtruſt for 


his honeſtie) that doeI now confirmeand 
auow to be true in the word and honour 


of 
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of a King: And therein youare bound to 


belecue me. Duety may uuſtly claime of 


you as my Subiects ; and one of the bran- 
ches of duety. which Subiecs oweto their 
Soueraigne, is.Supply: butin what quan- 


titie, and at what une , that mult come of 


yourloues. Iam not now therfore to di{- 
pute of a Kings power,butto tell you what 
[ way wſtly craue , and expe withyour 
good wills, I was euer againlt all extremes; 
andin this caſe I will likewiſe wiſh you to 
auoid them on both ſides. Forif you faile 
in the one, [ might haue great cauſe to 
blame youas Parliament men, being called 
by me for my Errands : Andif you fall n- 
to the other extreme, by ſupply of my ne- 
ceſsities without reſpeQtiue care to auoid 
oppreſs1on or partialitie in the Lewie, both 
I and the Countrey will haue cauſe to- 
blame you, 
When I thinke vpon the compoſition 
of this body ot Parliament,I doe well con- 
{1der that the Vpper houſe is compoſed of 
the Seculer Nobilitie , who arc hereditary. 
\ Lords of Parliament; and of Biſhops, that 


arc 
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The Kings Maieſties ſpeach. 
are live Renter Barons of the ſame: And 
therefore what is giuen by the Vpper- 
houle, 1s given by trom the true body 
of that Houſe, and out of their ownepur- 
fes that doe giue it; whereas the Lower- 
Houſe isburthe repreſentatiue body of the 
Commons,and ſo what yougiue,you giue 
it alwell for others,as tor your ſelues: and 
therefore you haue the inore reaſon to el- 
chew both the extreames. On the one 
part, yee may the more cakily be liberall, 
fince it comes not all from your ſcluesand 
yet ypon the other part, at yee giue more 
then is fit for good andlouing Subiects to 

eeld vpon ſuch neceſlary occalions, ye a- 
baſe the King, and hurt thepeople;; And 
ſucha giftT will neuer accept: Forin ſuch 
a caſe you might deceiue a King,in gluing 
your flattering conſent to that which you 
know might mooue the people generally 
to grudge and murmure atit,& {oſhould 
the King finde himſelte deceiued -n his 

alcule, and the people likewiſe gneued in 
their hearts'; the loue and elliGion of 
which(lI proteſt) I did, and euer will ac- 
compt 


The K mmgs Maieſttes fpeach, 
conapt the greateſt earthly ſecuritic (next 
the tauour of God ) to any wiſe or 1uſt 
King, For thought was vainely faid by 
one of your Houſe, That ye had need to 
beware, that by giuing me too much, your 
throats were not Y. -t of cutting at 
your comming home: yetmay ye aſlure 
your ſelues , that I will euer be lothe to 
preſſe you to doe that which may wrong 
the people, and make you 1ultly to beare 
the blame thereof, But that ye may the 
betterbe acquaintod with myanclination, 
I will TS to anumber of my Prwie 
Counſell here preſent, if that before the 
calling of this Parliament, & whenl found 
that the neceſitie ofmy eſtate required {a 
great a ſupply,they found me more deft- 
ous to obtaine that which I was forced to 
ſecke , then carefull thatthe people might 
yceld me a ſupply in ſo greata meaſureas 
my neceſities required ,, without their toa 
great lolle, Aud youall that are Parlia- 
ment men, & here preſent of both Houlſes 
can beareme witneſle, if euer I in 
ot imployed any of you for any particular 
nc aplepulanyelpon eerpen 


-—1 


: a __ = 
_— " 


—_s I —e n "4 
—— — M - 
- _ - _ mc 0 
_ : » » <4 —_— RE we - Qwendwpaec Do -t co - _ - a 5 
— —_ 


< <x—4_——_ DO 7; 


4 ».4y ©5o8-- 
a - + w_— 


ta = oe - 


. - —_  - — OD) 


bo q EY 5 


The Kings «M atefties ſpeach, 
Subſidies, or ſummes by name , further 
then my laying open the particular neceſ- 
ſities of my ſtate, or yer 1t cuer I ſpake to a- 
ny Prue Councellour, orany of my lear- 
ned Councel!, to labour voyces tor mee to 
this end ; [ euer deteſted the hunting for 
Emendicata Suffragia.. A King that wall 
rule and gouerne wltly , muſt haue regard 
to Conſcience , Honour and Iudgement, 
in all his oreat Actions, ( as your ſelfe M, 
Speaker remembred the other day.) And 
therefore ye may aflure your ſelues , That 
I euer limit all my great Actions within 
that compaſle. Bur as vpon the one ſide, I 
doe not defire you ſhould yeeld to that 
extreame, 1n giving mee more then (as 
ſaid formerly ) vpon fuch neceflary occa- 
fonsare fit tor good and louing Subiccts 
toyeeld ; For that wereto gue mea purſe 
with a knite ; So onthe other fide, Ihope 
you will not make yain pretences of wants,, 
out of cauſelefle apprehenfions, or idle ex- 
cuſes, neither cloake your owne humours 


(when your ſelues are vnwilling )by al- 


ledging thepouertic of the people. For al- 
though 


The Kings Maieſhes fpeach, 

though I will be no lefſe 1uſt, asa King; to 
ſuch perſons,then any other : ( For my iu- 
ſtice with Gods grace, ſhalbe alike open to 
all)yet ye muſt thinkeI haue no reaſon to 
thanke them, or gratifie them with any 
ſuits or matters otgrace , when their ar« | 
rand ſhall come in my way; And yetno 
man can fay, that cuer I quarrelled any 
man for refuſing mee a Subtidie , it he did 
itin a moderate faſhion , and with good 
reaſons, For him that denies a good 
Law , I will not ſpare to quarrell: But for 
graunting or denying money ,1t 1s but an 
eftect of loue : And therefore forthe point 
of my neceſsities, I onely deſire that I be 
not refuſed in that which of duety I ought 
to haue. ForT know if it were propoun- 
ded in the generall amongſt you , whe- 
ther the Kings. wants ought to bee relie- 
| uedornot, thereis not one of you, that 
would make queſtion ofir. And though 
in a ſort this may ſeeme to be my particu« 
{ lar;yerit cannot be diuided from the ge- 
| nerall good of the Common wealth; For 


the King that is Parens Parrie,telles you of 
FE 2 _ 
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The Kings <M ateſhies fpeach. 
his wants. Nay, Patriaiþſa by him ſpeakes 
ynto you. Forit the King want, the State 
wants, and therefore the {trengthening of 
the King is the preſeruation and the ftan- 
ding of the State; And woe be to-him that 
diutdes the weale of the King from the 
weale of the Kingdome. And as that king 
is miſerable ( howrich ſoeuer hee be) that 
reignes ouer a poore people ( tor the 
15.08 and 26 i. de , arethe 
Kings greateſt treaſure ; }- So is that King 
domenot able to ſubfiſt, how rich and po- 
tent ſoeuer the-people bee, if ther King 
wants meanes to mainteine his State : for 
the meanes of your King are the Sinewes 
ofthe Kingdom both in warre-and peace : 
for in peace Imuſt miniſter wſtice vato 
you,and in warre Lmuſt defend you by 
Armes : but neither of theſe can I do with- 
out ſutficient meanes, which muſt come 
from your Aide and Supply. I confefleir 
3s farre again(t my nature to bee burthen- 
ſome to my people : for i cannot bur 
oma mee to craue of others, that was 
dorne to. bee begged of. Itis true, I craue 

more 


T be K ings Ml aieſties fpeach, 
more then euer King of England did; but 
I haue farre greaterand wfter cauſe and 
reaſon to craue,then euer King of England 
had. And though my Treaturer hath at 
length declared the reaſons ynto you of 
my necelsities, and. of a large ſupply thar 
he craued for the fame, wherein he omit- 
ted no arguments that can be v{<d for that 
purpoſe ;' yet will I my ſelte now ſhortly 
remember you ſome of the weightieſt rea= 
ſons that come in my head,to proue the e- 
quitie of my demand. 

Flt, ye all know, that by the acceſsion 
of more Crownes, which in my Perſon Þ 
haue brought vnto you, my charge muſt 
bethe greater inal reaſon : For the grea- 
ter your King be, both in his Dommion 
at number of SubieQs, he cannot but be 
torced thereby to be at the more charge, 
and it is the more your honour ,. ſo to 
haue it. 

Next,. that poſteritie and iſſue which it 
hath pleaſed'God to ſend me for your vie; 
cannot but bring neceſſarily withita grea« 


ter proportion of _ You atl _ 
OH 


The Kings «M ateſtres ſpeach. 
thatthe late Queene of famous memory 
(aorwithſtanding her orbitie ) had much 
g1uen vnto her,and morethen euer any of 
her predeceflors had betore her. 

Thirdly , the time of creation of my 
Sonne doeth now. draw neere, Which I 
chuſe for the greater honourto be done in 
this time of Parliament, As tor himT fay 
no more; the ſight of himſelie here ſpeakes 
for him. 

Fourthly, it is true I haue ſpent much; 
but yet if I had ſpared any of thoſe things, 
which cauſed a great part of my expenlſc, 
I ſhould haue diſhonored the kingdome, 
my ſelfe, and the late Queene. Should 
I haue ſpared the funerall of the late 
Queene? orthe ſolemnitie of mine and 
my wiues entrie into this Kingdome , in 
ſome honourable ſort ? or ſhould I haue 
ſpared ourentric into London , or our Co- 
ronation ? And when moſt of the Mo+ 
narches, and great Princes in Chriſten 
dome ſent their Ambaſladours to congra- 
tulate my comming hither, and ſome of 
them came in perſon , was IL not bound, 


both 


The K ings «M ateſties ſpeach, 
both for my owne honour ,and the honor 
of the Kingdome, to giuethein good en- 
tertainement? But in caſe it might bee ob- 
ieted by ſome , thatit 1s onely VPON OC- 
calions of warre , that Kings obtaine 
great Supplies. trom their Subiects : not- 
withſtanding my interne Peace, I am yet 
11 a kinde of warre, which if it bee with- 
out, the more 1s your ſafetie: For (as the 
Treaſurer told you at large) I am now 
forced both 1n reſpects of State , and my 
promiſe, and for the generall cauſe ot Reli- 
210n, to ſend a Supply of forces to Cleues, 
and how long that occaſion may laſt , or 
what greater ſupply the neceſsitie of that 
Errand may draw mee vnto, no man can 
yettell, Beſides that, although1 haue put 
downe that forme of warlike keeping of 
Barwicke ; yet are all thoſe commaunders 
my penfioners that were the late Queenes 
ſouldiers. And I hope I fuſtaine a prettie 
Seminarie of Souldiers in my Forts within 
this Kingdome , beſides the two cautio= 
narie Townes in the Low countries, Fluſh- 


img and Brill, Andas for Deland, yeeall 
know: 


The Kings M aiefties ſheach, 
know how vacertaine my charges are euer 
there, that people bang (o calily ſtirred, 
partly thro ugh their barbanitie, and want 
of ciuilitie, and partly through their cor= 
ruption in Religion to breake forth in Re- 
bellions. Yee know, how valooked tor a 
Rebellion brake forth there the laſt yeere, 
Which could not bur put mee toextraor- 
dinary charges. Beſides, I doe maintaine 
there continually an Armie, which is a 
goodly Seminarie of expert and old Soul- 
diers. And I dare neuer (ufter the ſame 
to bee diminiſhed , tall this Plantation 
take efte, which (no doubt) is the grea- 
teſt moate that euer came in the Rebels 
eyes: and itis to be looked for, that it euer 
they will be ableto make any ſtirre, they 
will preſſe atir by all meanes, tor the pre= 
venting and diſcouraging this Plantation, 
Now 1t1s true, that beſides all theſe ho- 
nourable and neceſſary occafions of my 
charge, I have ſpent much in liberalitie: 
but yer hope you will confider,that what 
I haue gwen, hath bene giuen among[t 
you; and ſo what comes in from you,goes 
OUT 
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T he Kings Mateſltes ſpeach.” 
out againe among(t you. Butit may bee 
thought that I haue giuen much among(t 
Scotuſhmen. Indeed 1tI had not beeneli- 
berall in rewarding ſome of my olde ler- 
uauts of that Nation,ye could never haue 
had reaſon to expe&t my thanketulneſic 
towards any of you thatare more lately 
become my Subiets, it I had been ingrate 
to the olde: And yet ye wil finde, Jar] 
haue dealttwile as much amongſt Engliſh 
menas I hauedoneto Scotuſhmen. And 
therefore he that in your Houſe was not a= 
ſhamed to afhrme , that the ſiluer and 
gold did ſo abound in Edenbargh,was very 
farre miſtaken ; but I wiſh him no worſe 
puniſhment,then that heſhould only liue 
vpon ſuch profite of the money there. But 
I hope you willneuer miſlixe me for my li- 
beralitie, finceI can looke very few of you 
this day in the face, that hauenotmade 
ſuiresto mezat leaſt for ſome thing, enher 
of honour orprofit. Itis true, a Kings li> 
beralitymuſtneuer be dricd vp altogether: 
for then hee can ueuer maintaine nor ob- 
G * bge 
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TheKinos IM, aiefties ſpeachs 
hige his ſeruants and well deſeruing $ub- 
jects. Bur that valtenefle of my expence 1s 
paſt, which I vcd the hrit cwo or'three 
yeeres atter my comming hither : And,as 
| oft vied to ſay, that Chriſtmas and open 
nde isended, Forat my firſt coming here, 
partly ignorance of this State (which no 
man can acquire but by time and expert- 
ence) 8 partly the forme of my comming 
being ſo honourable and miraculous , en- 
torced meto extend my liberality ſo much 
the moreat the beginning, Ye ſaw I made 
Knights then by hundreths,, and Barons 
in great numbers: butT hope you findeI 
doe not ſo now, nor minde not to doe fo 
hereafter. For to conclude this point a- 
nentexpences, I hold thataKings expence 
muſt alwayes be honourable, though not 
waſtefull,and the charges of your King in 
mamtaining thoſe -aunctent honourable 
formes of liuing that the former Kings 


of England my predeceſſors haue done, 


and his ling to bee ruled according to 
the proportion of his greatnefle, is aſwell 


tor 
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The Kinos Maieſties ſeach, 
for the honor of your kingdom,as of your 


- | 
Kino. Now this cannot be ſupplied out of 


the Air or 11quid elements, bur muſt come 
from thepeople. And tor remouing of that 
adithdence which men may haue, that I 
mind notto liue in any waſtefull ſorthere- 
after;will you but looke vpon my ſelfeand 
my polteritie; and if there were no more 
but that, it will teach you thar 1fT were but 
a naturall man,l muſt needs be carefull of 
ay expences. For as formy owne perlſon, 
I hope none that' knowes meewell, can 
thinke me but as little inclinedto any pro- 
digall humors of vnneceſlary things , as 
any other reaſonable man of a farre mea- 
ner eſtate. Thereforeſince (asI haue ſaid) 
I cannot be helped but from the people ; 
L allure my ſelte that you will well allowe 
me ſuch meaſure of Supply,as the people 
may beare , and ſupport him with more 
Honourablemeans Wa others hauc had, 
that (as Imay fay without vaunting) hath 
brought you more Honour then euer you 


had. For hope thereare no good Sub- 
| G z ects 


The Kings Matefties fpeach, 
ices either wahin, or out of the Parlia- 
ment Houſe , that would not bee contear 
for ſetriag, ftreight once and ſetling the 
Honourable State of thewr King,to ſpare fo 
much euery one of them out ot their pur= 
ſes, whichperaduenture they would inone 
night throw away at Dice or Cards,or be- 
{tow vpon a horſe tor their fancies , that 
might breake his necke or his leg the next 
morning: ny L am ſure euery good ſub- 
tet would rather chooſe to lue more ſpa- 
riagly vpon his owne , then that his Kings 
State ſhould be m want, 

For concluſion then of this purpoſe, [ 
wiſh you now to put a ſpeedy end to your 
buſineſle. Freeneſle in giuing graceth the 
git, Bis dat , qui cito dat; The longer [ 
want helpe , the greater willmy debr (hill 
riſe: and ſo muſt I looke for thegreater 
helpes. And now I would pray you to 
turne your eyes with mee from home, 
and looke vpon forraine States. Conſider 
that the eyes of all forraine Statesare vpon 


this aftaire , and in expectation what the 
luccefle 
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The K mgs eLaieſties ſpeach, 
ſuccelle thereof will bee; And what can 
they thinke ,it yedepartwithout reheuwng 
me m that proportion that may make me 
able to maintaine my State,but that either 
ve are vawilling to helpe me, thinking me 
vnworthy thereot,orartleaſtthat my State 
is ſo deſperate, as it cannot be repaired , 
and fo that the Parhament parts mn du- 
grace with the King , andthe King in di- 
talt with the Parhament, which cannot 
but weaken my reputation both at home, 
and abroad? For ot this you may be aflu- 
red, that forraine Princes care the more 
one tor another, it they may haue reaſon 
to expect that they may bee able to doe 
them goodor harme in Retribution. And 
ye know, that it a King fall to be contem= 
ned with his neighbours , that cannot but 
bring, an oppreſſion and warre by them 
vpon him, and then will itbe too late ro 
ſupport theKing , when the cure isalmoft | 
deſperate. Things toreſeene and preuen« 

ted,are euer eaflieſt remedied: And there- 


fore I would aduiſe you now fo to ſettle 
G 3 your 
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The' Kings Aaieſttes ſpeach. 
your buſineſle,as ye may nottake in haud 
ſo many things at.once , as may both 
crolle my errand, andeuery one of theny 
croile another, Yerememberthe French 
Prouerbe , (ut trop embraſse_ , riel ca 
flreint; We are not in this Parliament to 
make our Teſtament, asit we ſhould ne- 
uer meet againe , and that all things that 
were tobe donein any Parhamenr , were 
tobedonearthis time: andyer tor filling 
vp of your vacant houres , I will recom- 
mend to your conſideration ſuch nature 
of things,as areto be ſpecially thought vp- 
on in theſe times. Furſt I will beginne at 
Go D: for the beginning with him makes 
all other actions to be blefled : And this [ 
meane by the cauſe of Religion. Next [1 
will ſpeake of ſome things - concerines 
the common wealth. And thirdly , mat- 
ters of Pleaſure and ornament tothe king- 
tome. 

As tor Religion, we have all oreat cauſe 
totake heed vnto it; Papiſts are waxed as 
proudatths time ascuer they were,which 

| makes 
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makes many to thinke they haue ſome 
newe Plot in hand. And although the 
poorelt ſort of them be (God be thanked) 
much decreaſed, yet docth the greater 
fort of them daily increaſe, eſpecially a- 


mong the ſorminine Sexe ; nay they are 


waxed ſo proud, that ſome ſay , noman 
dare preſent them , nor Iudges meddle 
with them , they are fo' backed and yp- 
holden by divers great Courtiers. Iris a 'M 
ror & better way to remooue the materis 


als of fire before they be kindled, then to 


quench the fire when once itis kindled. 
Nam leuius ledit quicquid prenidimus ante. 


I doe not meane by this to mooue you to 
make ſtronger Lawes then are alreadie 
made, but ſee thoſe Lawes may bee well 
executed that are in force; otherwiſe they 
cannot but fal into contempt and become 
ruſtie. [never found, rhatblood and roo 
much ſeueritie did good 1m matters of Re- 
ligton : for, beſides rharit 15a ſore rule in 
Diuinitie, that God neuer Joues to plant 


his: 
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The K ings e/NNTaieſties fpeach, 
his Church by violence and blood(hed ; 
naturall reaſon may cuer perſwade vys,and 
daily experience prooues 1t true , That 
when men are ſeuerely perſecuted tor Re- 
ligion, the oallantneſle of many mens ſpi- 
rics, and the wiltulneſle of their humors,ra- 
ther then the wſtneſle of the cauſe, makes 
them to take a pride boldly to endure any 
rorments, or death it ſelte,to gaine there- 
| bythe reputation of Martyrdome,though 
but in a talſe ſhadow. 

Some doubts haue beene conceiued a- 
nent the yling of the Oath of Allegiance; 
and that part of the Acte which ordaines 
the taking thereof, is thought ſo obſcure, 
that no man can tell who oughtto be pre(- 
{cd therewith, For I my ſelte, when vpon 
a time I called the Iudges before mee ar 
their going to their Circuits, Imoued this 
; ga vnto them; wherein,as Ithought 

ey could not reſolutely anſwere mee : 
And therefore if there be any ſcruple tou- 
ching the miniltring of it, I would wiſh it 
now to be cleared. And ftucel haue with 


my 


The Kings Maieſties fpeach, 
my owne pen _—_ the Popes quarell 
vpon me, and proclaimed publique defi- 
ance to Babylon in maintaining it; ſhould 
it now {lcepe, and ſhould I {ceme (as it 
were) to ſteale fromitagaine? 

As tor Recuſants, let them be all duely 
preſented without exception: forin times 
palt there hath bene too great a conni- 
ucnce,and torbearing of them , eſpecially 
of great mens Wives, and their kinneand 
tollowers. None oughtto be ſpared from 
being brought vnder the danger of Law, 
and then it 1s my part to vſe Mercie, asI 
thinke conuenient. To wincke at faults, 
and not to ſufter them to be diſcouered, is 
no Honour, nor Mercy 1n a King, n exyher 
is he euer thanked tor it; Ir _— argues 
his dulneſle : Bur to forgiue faults aiter 
they are confeſled,or tried,is Mercy, And 


now I muſt turne me in this caſe to you, 


my Lords the Biſhops, and euen exhort - 


youecarneltly to be more caretull,thep you 
haue bene , that your Otficers may more 


duely preſent Recuſants , then heretofore 
H . they 
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The Rings MateSties ſheach. 
they haue done,without exception of per= 
fons ; That although it mult be the worke 
of GoD that muſt make their mindesto 
bealtered, yet atkaſt by this courſe they 
may bee ſtayed from increaſtng, or inſul- 
ting vpon Vs. 

Aad that ye all may know the trueth 
of my heart 4a this caſe, Iduide all my 


* Subiects thar are Papiſts, into two rankes.: 


either olde Papitts that were ſo brought 
vpintimes of Poperie , like olde Queene 
Mary Prieſtes, and thoſe , that though 
they be yonger in yeeres, yet haue ne- 
uer drunke in other milke, but beene ſtill 
nuſled in that blindneſſe : Or elſe ſuch as 
doe become Apoſtates, hauing oncebene 
of our Profeſsion , and haue torſaken the 
Frueth, either ypon diſcontent , or pra- 
&tiſe, or elſe ypon alight vaine humour 
of Noueltie , making no more ſ{cruple to 
ſeeke out new formes. otReligion , then 
if 1t, were but a new forme of Garment, 


or anew cut or courtley after the French 


faſhion. 


For 
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they be good and quiet Subic&s, Lhate 
not their perſons, and if I were a private 
man , [ could well keepe a ciuill friendſhip 
and conuerſation with ſome of them. Bur 
as forthoſe Apoſtates, who, I know, muſt 
bee greateſt haters uf their owne Sect, I 
confeſle I can neuer ſhew any tauourable 
countenance towards them, and they may 
all of them be {ure without exception, that 
they ſhall neuer finde any more fauour of 
mee, further then I muſt needes in Iuſtice 
aftord them, And theſe would I haue the 
Law to ſtrike ſeuerclieſt ypon, and you 
carefulleſt to diſcover. Yee know there 
hath bcene great ſtirre kept for begging 
Concealements theſe yeeres pſt ; and [ 
pray you let me begge this concealement 
both of the Biſhops, and TIudges, that Pa- 
pilts beno longer concealed. 

Next , as concerning the Common 
wealth , I doe ſpecially recommend ynto 
you the traming of ſome new Statute ior 


preſeruation ofwoods. Inthe end otthe 
_ Laik 


For the former ſort, Ipitie them ; butif 
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laſt Sefsion of Parliament, ye had a Bull a- 
mong(t you of that ſubiect ; but becauſe 
you tound ſome faulrs therein, you caſt 
out the whole Bill. But I could haue ra- 
ther wiſhed that ye had either mended it, 
or made a new one; For to caſt out the 
whole Bill becauſe of ſome faults, was euen 
as if a man, that had a newe garment 
brought him, would chule rather to goe 
naked, then haue hisgarmentmade fr for 
him. But on my conſcience, I cannotima- 
gine why you ſhould {o lightly have eſtee- 
med a thing,ſo neceſlary tor the Common 
wealth,it it were not out ofa litle froward- 
nefle amongſt you at that time, that what 
I then recommended earneſtly vnto you, 
it was the worſe liked of. The mainte- 
nance of woods 1s a thing fo neceflary for 
this Kingdome , as it cannot ſtand, nor be 
aKingdome without it. For it concernes 
you both in your Ef, Bene eſſe, and in 
pleaſures. YourF ſe : tor without it you 
want the vſe of one of the moſt nece(- 
farie Elements ( whichis Fire and tewell to 


drefle 
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drefle your meate with ) for neither can 
the people lie in theſe colde Countries, 
if tbey want fire altogether , nor yet can 
you drefle your meate withoutit ; and [ 
thinke you wall ill live like the Cannibals 
vpon raw fleſh : for the education of this 


people 1s farre from that. As to your bene 


efſe; The decay of woods will neceſlarily 
bring the decay of Shipping , which both 
15 the ſecurity of this Kingdome,lince God 
hach by naturemadethe Scato be the wall 
ot this Iland; and the rathernow , ftace 
God hath vnited it all in my perſon and 


Crowne; As alſo by the decay of Shipping 


will you looſe both all your forraine com- 
modiries that are fit tor this countrey, and 
the venting of our owne, w.auch1s che loſle 
of Trade that 15 maine pillar of this KinNg- 
dome.. And as for Pleaſure, ye know my 


delight in Hunting and Hawking , and. 


many of your ſcluesareof the ſame mind ; 


and all this muſtneedes.decay,by the de- 


cay of Woods.. Ye hauercaſon therefore: 


to prouide a good Law ypon this Subiect.. 
3 Now 
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T he K ings Maieſttes ſpeach. 
Now as to the laſt point concerning 
matters of pleaſure , it conſiſts m the pre« 
ſeruing of Game , which. is now almolt yt- 
terlydeſtroyed through all the kingdome. 
Audit you ofternot nowa better Law for 
this, then was made in the laſt Seſston of 
Parliament, I will neuer thanke you tor it. 
For as for your Law anent Partridge and 
Felant,you haue giuenleaue to euery man 
how poore a Farmour that cuer he be, to 
take and deſtroy themin his owneground 
how heliſt, ButIpray you , how can the 
Game be maintained, it Gentlemen that 
haue great Lordthips ſhall breed and pre« 
ſerue them there,and ſo ſoone as cuer = 
{hall but fie ouer the hedge and lightina 
poore tellowes Cloſe, they ſhall all bee de- 
ſtroyed ? Surely I knowno remedie for 
preſeruing the Game that breedes in my 
grounds , except I caſt a roofe ouer allthe 
ground , or el{eput veruels to the Partrid- 
ges feet with my Armes vpon them , as my 
Hawkes haue + otherwiſe I know not how 
they ſhalbe knowen to be the Kings Par- 
| ridges, 
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tridges , when they light in a Farmours 


Clole. 


And by your Lawe againſtftealing of 


Deere or Comics, after'a long diſcourſe 
and prohibition of ſtealing them, you 
conclude in the end with a reſtriction, thar 
allthis puniſhment ſhall bevnderſtood to 
be vied againſt them that ſteale the Game 
in the night : Which haue much encou- 
raged all the looſer ſort of people; that it is 
no fault to ſteale Deere, ſo they doe itnor 
like theeues in the night. As was that Law 
of the Lacedemonians againſt theft , thar 
did not forbid theft , by onely taught 
them to doe it cunningly, and without 
diſcouerie. Whereupon a-fooliſh boy ſuf 
fered a Foxe to gnaw his heart through 
his breaſt. And this doctrine 1s like that 
Leſſon of the Cannon Law, $i non cate_ 
tamen caute_.. I know you thinke thatT 
ſpeake partially in this cafe hke a Hunter; 
But there is neuer a one of you that heares 
me, that caresthe leaſt for the ſport; for 
preſeruation of the game, buthe would be: 
AS 


T he Kings Aateſiies fpeach, 
asglad to hauc a paſtie of Veniſon it you 
might get it, as the beſt Hunter would : 
And 1t the game bee not preſerued , you 
can cate no Veniſon. As for Partidge 
and Pheſant, I doe not deny that Gentle= 
men ſhould haue their ſport, and ſpecially 
vpon their owne ground. But firlt I doe 
not thinke ſuch Game and Pleaſures 
ſhould be tree to baſe people. And next I 
would euen wiſh that Gentlemen ſhould 
vieitin a Gentlemanlike taſhion, and not 
with Nets, or Gunnes, or ſuch other yn- 
gentlemanlike taſhions that ſerue buttor 
vtter deſtruction of all Game, nor yet to 
kill them at vnſeaſonable times, as to kill 
the Pheſant and Partridges when they are 
no bigger then Mice , when as for eucr 
one their Hawkes kill, ten will be deltroy- 
ed withther Dogges and Horle teete, be- 
tides thegreatandantollerable harme they 
doeto Corne in that ſeaſon. 

Andnow in the end ot all this faſchtcus 
Speach, I muſt conclude like a Grey Frier, 
i ſpeaking tor my lelie at laſt, Atthe be- 


ginnwmg 
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ginning} of this Seſsion of Parliament, 
when the Treaſourer opened my nece{- 
{ities ynto you, then my Purſe onely la- 


boured; Butnow that word is ſpread both 
at home-and abroad of the demaunds I 
hauemade vato you ; my Reputation la- 
boureth as well as my Purſe. For if you 
part without the repairing of my State in 
fome reaſonabh fort , what can the world 
thinke, but that the eunll willmy Subjects 
beare vnto me, hath bred a retuſe? And 
yee can neuer part ſo, withoutapprehen- 
ding that I am diſtaſted with your beha- 
uiour, and yetto be m feare of my difplea- 
lure. . But I aflure and promilc my felte 


farreotherwde. 
"Jus have I now performed my pro- 
miſe, mpreſenting-ynto you theQhti- 
(allot your Kings Heart; ' ' © 
Yee knowe that principally by three 
| wayes yee may wrong a Mirour. 
[ 


Furſt, 
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Firſt, Ipray you, looke not vpon 'm 
Mirror = ll light: : which es Y 
ye miſtake,or mi{-ynderſtand my Speach, 
and ſo alter the ſence:thereof.. 

Bur ſecondly,l piay;you \""WA to Giks 
it with a toule breath;and vacleane hands: 
I meane, that yeperuertnotmy words by 
any corrupt attections , turning: themto 
a8 ill meaning, like one, who:when hee 
heares the tolling of a Bell, fancies to hinz- 
telte,thatit ſpeakes thoſe wards which are 
molt in his minde. | 


Andlaftly,(whichis worlt of all) bewars 
to letit fall or breake; (tor glaſle 1s brittle) 
which ye doe, it ye lightly elteeme it, and 
bycontemnin : it conformenot your {clues 
to my perſwaſ1ons. 

To conclude then. As all theſe three 
dayes of Iubile haue fallen in the nudiſt of 
this ſeaſon of penitence,wherein you haue 
preſented your thankes to mee, and I the 
like againe to you: So dol wiſh and hope, 


that the ende of this Parliament will bee 
ſuch, 
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ſuch, as wee may all haue cauſe (both I 

your Head, and yee the Body) to ioyne 

in Fuchariſticke Thanks and 
Praiſes vnto God, for our {0 


good and happy 


an end. 
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